
topfive 
Reasons to Plan for Digital Assets
1. Our online presence lives on (and on, and on...).
	 In	this	day	and	age	our	online	presence	may	outlive	our	physical	presence	by	some	significant	measure.		
 A digital executor can manage your social media presence according to your wishes when you are gone, 
 even if simply to close or remove accounts.  

2.	Our	financial	life	is	largely	managed	in	the	cloud.
	 Not	the	heavenly	cloud,	but	the	digital	one.		Most	of	us	do	our	banking	and	other	important	financial	
	 transaction	online,	and	your	executor	will	need	access	to	those	accounts.	A	list	of	accounts,	usernames	
	 and	passwords	will	prove	invaluable	in	identifying	your	assets—but	be	thoughtful	in	safeguarding	this	list	
	 in	the	meantime	(see	point	three).	

3. Some	passwords	and	software	will	be	irretrievable	if	
 you don’t have a plan.
	 A	full	inventory	of	hardware,	software	and	passwords	will	make	the	time	immediately	following	your	
 incapacity or death easier for your heirs or loved ones to manage.  This list should be stored carefully, 
	 but	someone	should	know	where	to	find	it	when	the	time	comes	(see	point	two).

4. All those points have value.
 Airline miles, hotel points and similar plans have real transferable value and are all accounted for online.  
 You need to designate the inheritor and give your executor access to the accounts, or your credit card 
 company will be all too happy to let them languish or expire.

5. All those photos stored in the cloud will be lost.   
 Of all your digital assets, your videos and photographs might be the most precious to your loved ones.  
 Again, a designated executor or other stand-in needs access to your accounts to preserve memories for 
 your family. 
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